
Should I Remove Snow from My Slate Roof

Snowfall can create a picturesque winter scene, but it also presents challenges for

homeowners with slate roofs. While slate is known for its durability and ability to shed snow,

excessive accumulation can pose risks to the roof's integrity. In this article, we'll explore the

question: Should I remove snow from my slate roof?

Understanding Slate Roofs

Slate roofs are composed of natural stone tiles that are overlapped and secured to create a

durable and weather-resistant roofing system. Slate is prized for its longevity, aesthetic

appeal, and ability to withstand various environmental conditions, including snow and ice.

The Benefits of Snow on Slate Roofs

In moderate amounts, snow can actually benefit slate roofs. The insulating properties of

snow can help regulate the temperature of the roof, reducing heat loss and potentially

lowering energy costs during the winter months. Additionally, the weight of the snow can

provide additional compression on the slates, helping to secure them in place.

Potential Risks of SnowAccumulation

While snow can offer some insulation and protection, excessive accumulation can pose risks



to slate roofs. The weight of heavy snow can exert significant pressure on the roof structure,

potentially leading to structural damage or even collapse in extreme cases. Additionally,

melting snow can seep into gaps or cracks in the slates, leading to water infiltration and

potential water damage to the roof and underlying structure.

Factors to Consider

When determining whether to remove snow from a slate roof, several factors should be taken

into account:

Amount of Snow: Consider the amount of snow accumulated on the roof. Significant

accumulation, especially wet, heavy snow, may warrant removal to prevent structural strain.

Roof Pitch: The pitch or slope of the roof can influence the likelihood of snow accumulation

and the risk of damage. Steeper roofs tend to shed snow more easily, while flatter roofs may

accumulate more snow.

Roof Condition: Assess the condition of the roof, including the integrity of the slates,

flashings, and supporting structure. Older or deteriorating roofs may be more susceptible to

damage from snow accumulation.

Safety Concerns: Removing snow from a roof can be dangerous, especially for steep or



high roofs. Consider hiring a professional roofing contractor with experience in snow

removal to ensure safety and prevent accidents.

Snow Removal Techniques

If snow removal is deemed necessary, it's essential to use proper techniques to avoid

damaging the roof:

Soft Tools: Use soft tools such as snow rakes or brushes to gently remove snow from the

roof surface. Avoid using sharp implements or metal tools that could damage the slates.

Work from the Ground: Whenever possible, remove snow from the ground using

long-handled tools or snow rakes. Avoid climbing onto the roof, especially in icy or slippery

conditions.

Avoid Ice Dam Formation: Pay attention to areas where ice dams may form, such as along

roof edges or in valleys. Clearing these areas can help prevent water backup and ice dam

formation.

The decision to remove snow from a slate roof depends on various factors, including the

amount of snow, roof pitch, and roof condition. While moderate snow accumulation can

benefit the roof by providing insulation, excessive snow load can pose risks to the roof's



integrity. Homeowners should carefully assess the situation and consider consulting a

professional roofer for advice on snow removal if necessary. By taking proactive measures,

homeowners can protect their slate roofs and ensure their longevity and performance for

years to come.
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